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Find Joy - In The Here And Now
Today, this Mother’s Day as we continue the series from Philippians, we are going to look at how
we can find joy in the here and now.
The here and now….this moment…... the present….
One of the greatest things of Christianity is hope. With hope we have something to look forward
to. We have a reason to keep pressing on because we know what is coming.
We know that Jesus changes things. We know that by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can
overcome. We know that there will be a day when we will be with Him forever in heaven.
And it’s truths like these that cause us to constantly look up and look forward. However, we can
look to what is to come but we must still deal with the here and now.
Paul has a great teaching on this:
Philippians 1:19-20 (NKJV)
For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in
nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be
magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.
Paul, dealing with some real issues, some trying times…..he’s relying on 2 things for his
deliverance…..the prayers of God’s people….and the supply of the Holy Spirit.
He says I KNOW, I have a confidence that I’ll be delivered, saved, vindicated…..it’s a
confidence in what God has called Paul to and he knows the mission is not complete and
because of that, he’s going to get out!
How many of you believe God has a plan for your life?
How many of you believe it’s done, been completed?
So you might be going through something, you might need deliverance….here’s what you
need…
1. The prayers of God’s people (prayer list, prayer meeting, meet with someone) because
this is where hope and faith arise, this is what people do for you, this is an outside
impact that affects you inwardly.
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2. The supply of the Holy Spirit (power through connection to Jesus) because this is where
that confidence and victory arise, this is what God does for you, this is an inside impact
that affects you outwardly.
If you have the prayers of the people and the supply of the Holy Spirit you know where your
future is at. You don’t have to worry about it. It gives you the time to find joy in the here and
now….
“Christ will be magnified in my body”
In this body, the thing by which people identify us….with out lives on this earth…. Paul says
magnify Jesus. This is to make or declare great, celebrate, give glory and praise.
See it’s speaking of the here and now, in this body, this life…..we can’t be looking so far ahead
that we look past what is in front of us….with you life declare that Jesus is great, celebrate what
He has done in you, give Him glory and praise!
“whether by life or by death”
In everything you do…..
Philippians 1:21 (NKJV)
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
This life is about Jesus. All things were created through Him and for Him. He paid the price for
our sin and in Him we are redeemed from the curse of the law and death….
To say “to live is Christ” is saying that life is found in Jesus. Not in stuff, not in people, but in
Jesus. The source of our hope and joy.
So if life is found in Him, then as I live this life to focus on what’s in front of me, I do it for Jesus.
Do you know you can be an amazing parent and not do it for your kids? Do you know you can
be a great husband and not do it for your wife? Do you know you can be a phenomenal friend
and not do it for your friend?
See when we do these things for Jesus, because Jesus is life, then we do these things without
selfish motives, we do them at a level that we can’t do on our own because these things are
done from a place of spiritual victory and the love of God.
To live is Christ…...find joy in the here and now!
But to die is gain…..have you ever thought about death being an advantage?
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It is…..because while to live is Christ, when we die (in Christ) we are relieved of all of these
earthly burdens and we’ll be able to completely focus on glorifying Jesus.
Philippians 1:22-23 (NKJV)
But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I
cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is far better.
Here’s the great thing about life…..while we are still impacted by they junk of this world, we have
the opportunity to be useful, productive servants of God.
He WILL use you. Do you remember being a kid in school? Remember how you wanted the
teacher to let you pass out papers, erase the board, or be the line leader?
We’ve always had a deep desire to be useful…..everyone has it. No one feels fulfilled being
useless and always sitting on the sideline. Why is that? Because God’s plan for your life has
always been to use you.
So while you are here…..know there will be fruit from your labor. There will be things produced
from the things you do….let those things be for Jesus!
We are just here temporarily….it’s ok to have a desire to be with Jesus….it is far better. No
distractions, no hurts and pains…..
Philippians 1:24-26 (NKJV)
Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 25 And being confident of
this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith,
26 that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you
again.
Paul yields his desire to be with Jesus for the sake of the church. He says “I’m fine staying here,
it would be better for you guys”.
Every person brings something to the table. You have gifts and talents that others need for their
benefit.
There are some of you that don’t believe that today. Yet, it’s still true. Every time you are around
others, you have the chance contribute something to their life. To add value to them.
Because of that:
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Philippians 1:27-28 (NKJV)
Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see
you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not in any way terrified by your
adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from
God.
Conduct - this describes one’s life as a citizen
Philippi was a Roman colony at this point in time. They thought very highly of their Roman
citizenship. So Paul reminds them that it’s most important to have conduct that is right for a
citizen of the kingdom of God!
Philippians 3:20 (AMP)
But [we are different, because] our citizenship is in heaven. And from there we eagerly
await [the coming of] the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
If it’s true for you that to live is Christ, life is about Jesus (your Maker and Savior), then it’s true
that the people in your life need your influence and impact….and you want that to be something
that matters…..
Let you life be one is that of someone that is a citizen of heaven. Let your conduct be worthy of
the gospel.
Remember from last week? The gospel is the POWER of God! This means as you are around
people and impact them….let it be done by the Holy Spirit working through you...the power of
God.
“Stand fast in one spirit, one mind”
keep standing for Jesus, persist….this is to be like a soldier standing at his post…..he will not be
moved, nothing can draw him away…..why?
His job is to defend what he’s guarding with his life…..this world needs this from the church!
Those around you need this! This is your defensive strategy. Stand firm in your faith!
“Strive together for the faith of the gospel”
This means to struggle along with someone. It’s a team (body, church) struggling for victory
against a common foe.
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It doesn’t say alone….it says together….struggle is not a negative term here…..we struggle
together…..it means to contend, to strive, to make strenuous effort, try hard for the faith of the
gospel. This is our offensive strategy.
Find joy in the here and now knowing that as a citizen of heaven, you don’t belong to this earth,
you belong to a heavenly kingdom, one with a vast army, and you are a part of it...you have a
role….we are the ground troop….with a mission and a plan
Stand fast, strive together…..the victory is ours!

****SOMEONE GO GET CHILDRENS CHURCH AND NURSERY****

Philippians 1:29-30 (NKJV)
For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to
suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in
me.
Paul always takes us on a roller coaster doesn’t he….not only do you get to believe in Jesus but
you also get to suffer….
That word in the Greek means to be affected, to have a significant experience, to be aware of.
We are going to be affected by things in this life, some good, some bad. It’s a promise. For the
believer, many of those things are deep hurt for this world who doesn’t know Jesus. Be aware of
that.
Be aware that this is the same conflict that has been since Paul’s day. But also be aware that in
this significant experience of life as a follower of Jesus...you have purpose here and now.
We may eagerly await the coming of the Lord. I hope you long for that day when Jesus returns
for His church. But don’t keep your eyes set on what is to come and look past what is right in
front of you.
You are needed by those around you. Find joy in the fact that while you are waiting….God
wants to use you. You get to be the teacher’s helper…..but not only that…..you get the fullness
of His power.
Let’s stand fast and strive together…..right here…..right now!
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