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Find Joy - In Working Out
Philippians 2:12-18 (NKJV)
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it
is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.
14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life,
so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of
your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad
and rejoice with me.
Paul began with therefore (so then), in light of what I just said….the preceding verses talked
about Jesus and His humility and obedience and how we find joy in following the example He
set, how we find joy in our humility that we need Jesus and our job is just to do what the Holy
Spirit leads us to do.
Therefore, because of that….
Philippians 2:12 (NKJV)
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
He goes right back to this obedience that flows out of humility. My Beloved….esteemed, dear,
favorite, worthy of love…..(remember who you are).....
As you have obeyed in my presence but NOW much more in my absence…..Paul, loves the
church. Paul cares deeply for the church and when he’s in town, man the church is great, they
are humble and obedient…..but now he knows that even when he’s not present…..they are still
obedient.
Parents, isn’t that one of your main concerns in life? Do the kids still listen, follow the rules,
complete the tasks, have the same integrity…..when you are not around?
What about in the church? You know how many times I’ve heard someone slip and say
something here and then say “I’m sorry, I shouldn’t say that in the church”. See it’s not the
church building that you should have that honor and respect for….it’s not the pastor or church
leader, it’s the God who created you and saved you. HE’S EVERYWHERE!
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Are you one person around “church people” and another when you aren’t?
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”
YOU work out your own salvation. It does not say work FOR, it says work OUT. You can not
work FOR salvation….
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
The Word is clear that you can’t work for salvation. It’s a free gift to those who choose to receive
it. But then what are you going to do with it….(throwing football)
There are a lot of things in the bible that point responsibility back to us. You work out your
salvation.
How do you work out a gift? Work out in the Greek is katergazomai (kah-ter-ga-zo-mah)
meaning to perform, to bring about, to fashion. It requires action.
You know an actor can be in a role where it’s so real, they are so good, that you think
that is who they really are. Some of the good ones immerse themselves in a role, they
study the character they are playing, they study and spend time in the culture, they learn
the history, they master the mannerisms and way of speech. They do all of this so they
can be the best representative of the role they are playing.
How good would they be if they just knew the script, the history, the subject, yet they
never stepped foot on the stage to bring it out, to work it out?
You can have an amazing gift and even know everything there is to know about the gift and the
gift giver, but how much good does it do if you never work it out?
God grants salvation as a free gift. It comes with unimaginable capabilities. It is up to us to “work
out” what God has put in. He has given us the capacity to believe. It is up to us to exercise trust
in all things.
He has given us the capacity to love. It is up to us to apply that capacity to those God brings in
our life.
He has given us the capacity for joy. It is up to us to respond to life with His joy. He has given us
the capacity for peace. It is up to us to live a life as peacemakers (not peacekeepers).
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Thank Jesus for grace! Thank Jesus for salvation! But then YOU have to work it out with fear
and trembling.
This isn’t fear that He’ll take it away. This is a healthy fear and trembling. This fear is in the
context of reverence and respect. And this trembling is a “quaking” a weakness that is reliant on
something greater than yourself.
So work out your salvation by respecting Jesus in your shakiness, your weakness that needs
Him. Why?
Philippians 2:13 (NKJV)
for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.
The Holy Spirit is at work in you…..to will and to do…. Let’s break those apart. He works in you
to will for His good pleasure….that’s in your mind….to formulate your thoughts and plans….but
He also works in your to do for His good pleasure….the things you actually do or act upon.
As we come with this reverence and weakness….we find joy in working out our salvation
because it is GOD who works in our mind and GOD who works through the things we do.
See He tells you to work it out and then He says if you are obedient to do so, He’ll provide the
power to actually do it.
“Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6)
You aren’t strong enough, you can’t do it on your own…..you need Jesus and the power of His
Spirit to work in you!
Work it out….you might be sore at first but eventually it starts to feel good….because it’s for HIS
good pleasure…..His will….His delight….(think about what it’s like to be delighted…)
Philippians 2:14 (NKJV)
Do all things without complaining and disputing,
Say “all things”. This is good advice. Do all things without complaining and disputing. Let’s do
that….
But when we read it in context with the rest of this text, we are looking at working out our
salvation….obeying God.
What is your attitude like when it comes to the things God has for YOU?
How do you really feel about where God has you and what He wants for you?
How about when it opposes what you want? When it is challenging for you?
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There are 2 main responses we tend to be inclined toward….complaining and disputing.
Complaining - murmuring, grumbling….secret debate/displeasure….because of disappointed
hopes, discontentment
Do you remember the Israelites? They were captive in Egypt and God set them
free...parted the Red Sea...closed it on their enemies….then they were in the wilderness
for 40 years and all they did was complain about everything.
This same Paul told us in 1 Cor 10:10 - don’t “complain as some of them also
complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer.”
If we can keep from complaining we make a beeline toward questioning God...
Disputing - doubt, negative thinking, questioning what is true, a man deliberating with himself
Do you remember Job? His story ended up in humble obedience but not after some
questioning and disputing….read it….it will motivate you toward humble obedience….
When we have these debates in our head and question if God is right, “surely there is a better
way”, this arises from a place of pride a rebellion.
Hebrews 12:6 reminds us that “without faith it is impossible to please God.”
So do all you do without complaining and disputing….
Philippians 2:15 (NKJV)
that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
That you may become…..it’s a process…..growing toward something that you don’t yet fully
possess as children of God….the perfect image of Jesus…..sanctification….it’s the work of the
Holy Spirit who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure
So that you may become blameless and harmless!
- Blameless describes a life that can not be criticized because of sin.
- Harmless (innocent) describes a life that is pure, unmixed, unadulterated with sin.
Church, we need to work out our salvation…..to become children of God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation
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This doesn’t mean we are perfect people but it means we live our lives as a sacrifice to a perfect
God!
Do you know that we are in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation? We are right
smack in the middle of it…..we are talking about a time where people are distorting the truth,
they just curve around it…..it starts subtly and gets worse over time.….it deviates from the
standard and curves around it ultimately causing pain and discomfort…..many just become used
to it and it doesn’t bother them much, only here and there, when certain things happen…
The road that leads us down is perversion, when people have strayed so far off the path that the
deviation is severely twisted and distorted causing great pain. This is where we are at right
now….
What can we do? What should we do? “shine as lights in the world”
This is better translated as “you have to shine”....the people of God HAVE TO SHINE in this
crooked and perverse generation…..we HAVE TO….
We have to work out our salvation, we have to respect Jesus and let the Holy Spirit work in and
through us, in our mind, in our actions, and we have to do it without complaining and
disputing….we have to show the character of Christ in the midst of this dark culture….He is the
light and that light is IN YOU
We are to shine in this dark culture the way the moon and the stars bring light in the dark and
we have to do it until the point of Jesus return like the sun comes and drives out all darkness…
Matthew 5:14-16 (NKJV)
“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
You have to shine…..which means you have to work out…..you have to exercise the gift of
salvation that God has given you…
You don’t get fit by studying the exercise machine, you get fit by getting on it….again….and
again….until something changes….
It’s time for something to change…..
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