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Find Joy - In the Gospel
Philippians 1:12-18 (NKJV)
But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the
whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and most of the
brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to
speak the word without fear.
15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill:
16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add
affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the
defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in
truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.
You know there’s a difference in viewing things from our point of view and from God’s?
You can take the exact same difficult situation and view it through both lenses.
- Through yours, it may look discouraging, it may make you sad and disappointed, you
may want to just curl up in the fetal position and let the situation have it’s way with you….
-

Through God’s view it will look completely different. You will have hope, you will still have
joy because you will know that it’s temporary, it will end. And you won’t just lay there and
take it but you’ll rise up against it because you are more than a conqueror in Christ
Jesus!

This is how Paul views his imprisonment….the God lens. Yes, he’s in a situation but he finds joy
in the gospel!
We don’t talk enough about the gospel. What is it? The Good News!
The gospel is the good news of Jesus and the way of salvation because (bad news) apart from
redemption through Jesus we are all guilty of sin and the penalty of sin is death (eternally).
The gospel is good news when we understand that we do not (and cannot) earn our salvation;
the work of redemption and justification is complete, having been finished on the cross (John
19:30).
Jesus is the propitiation for our sins (1 John 2:2).
The gospel is the good news that we, who were once enemies of God, have been reconciled by
the blood of Christ and adopted into the family of God (Romans 5:10; John 1:12). “See what
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great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is
what we are!” (1 John 3:1).
The gospel is the good news that “there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 8:1).
Romans 1:16 (NKJV)
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
He’s not ashamed (embarrassed, restrained because of fear of ridicule) of the gospel. He’s not
embarrassed to tell of this good news that Jesus came to seek and save that which was lost.
He’s not held back because of the fear of what others may say or how they might react…..
Why? Because he had a 100% conversion rate? Doubtful….
Because no one ever ignored him or mocked him? Highly unlikely…..
Because no one ever accused him of being a lunatic and liar? Definitely not….currently
imprisoned….
So why is Paul not ashamed of the gospel? It is the POWER OF GOD to salvation.
Why are we embarrassed of the most powerful thing in existence…..the power of God….
Why do we fear the way people will react to the power of God….
This….the gospel…..is the power of God to salvation. The only way someone can be saved is to
hear and receive the good news that Jesus died in their place and rose from the dead so they
may have eternal life. There is nothing more powerful….
It is literally life changing.
We’ve all at some point been asked and thought about “if you had 3 wishes would would
they be?” Remember how smart you were when you asked for unlimited wishes then we
had to make a rule against that? When we thought about these 3 wishes what we were
contemplating was how would we use this life changing power! We didn’t think about
how others would react, just how we could change things (hopefully for good)
In the gospel we have life changing power….maybe you should take some time to think about
how we could use it to change things for good….
I can’t help but wonder if we aren’t seeing more people saved because too many Christians are
either too embarrassed or too scared to share the gospel….
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Do you know what you possess? It is the POWER OF GOD to salvation! We’ve got to not be
ashamed and not be fearful…..we’ve got to find JOY in the gospel!
Philippians 1:12-13 (NKJV)
But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the
whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;
The things that happened to Paul turned out better for advancing the gospel! See Paul has been
imprisoned before...in Philippi….where they are reading this letter…
Paul and Silas were chained up in the worst part of the prison, they began praying and praising
God at around midnight. God sent an earthquake, caused the prison doors to fly open, and the
chains to fall off them. But Paul was able to win the jailer and his entire household for Jesus.
How? Because it became evident to them (plainly recognized, known) that his chains are in
Christ.
See he may be in actual chains but they do not matter, Paul is chained to Christ, he is bound to
Jesus…..there is nothing that man can do to separate him from the love of God. No man can
take the joy of knowing Jesus away from him. If he has nothing else, he still has Jesus.
And he has a new ministry….sharing the gospel with those in the jail...prisoners and guards!
So what about the things that have happened to you…..can you still find joy in the gospel? Are
you not really bound by them but to Jesus? Your situation can be used to advance the gospel.
The furthering of the gospel….that means the moving forward in spite of obstacles, dangers,
and distractions….that stuff doesn’t slow down the power of God to salvation….it accelerates
it….if you find joy in the gospel!
**Neva hospital story
Philippians 1:14 (NKJV)
and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much
more bold to speak the word without fear.
When a person is in the middle of physical, emotional, or spiritual problems, yet they continue to
find joy and continue to serve Jesus by furthering the gospel, it gives confidence and boldness
to other believers….
“Wow, how can they do that while they are dealing with this?” “What excuse do I have?”
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In Paul’s case, he is imprisoned, yet instead of fearing prison themselves, they get a boldness
and no fear at all of the consequences of sharing the gospel….
There’s something about that isn’t there….When a leader has trouble the whole group stands up
and says “enough is enough”, right? Weirdly, they get louder and bolder not quiet and timid…..
Church, this is the time for the people of God to step it up! We have the power of God to
salvation and there is a world full of people who are on death row spiritually….who’s going to
petition on their behalf before it’s too late?
You might think, “I’m not good at talking to people.” God understands and will provide
you a comforter, the Holy Spirit, to give you courage and anoint you so you can give your
testimony of the gospel.
You might think, “I’m afraid they will not accept the good news.” Some will and many
won’t, but that is not your assignment. Your assignment is to share the good news of
Christ, not to save. God is the one who is mighty to save. The Holy Spirit will prepare
you to speak and the hearer to hear, His job to do the convicting and saving, not yours.
Philippians 1:15-17 (NKJV)
Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: 16
The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction
to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of
the gospel.
We had people preaching Jesus for different reasons, some to advance themselves and some
to advance the Kingdom of God. Those who did it for themselves caused problems and made it
difficult for those who did if for Jesus.
Today there are people that preach because they are naturally gifted speakers, then there are
the rest of us…
But as long as Christ is preached does it really matter?
Philippians 1:18 (NKJV)
What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached;
and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.
****Indy 500 story
As long as the gospel is being preached, whether in pretense (pretend cause, show) or truth
(remember sincere from last week? Without wax), but as long as Christ is preached rejoice!
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Now don’t get be wrong…..if you are going to sit under someone as your spiritual covering, you
sure better discern whether or not they preach for show or sincerely, but as for someone
preaching Christ here’s why we rejoice….
Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV)
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,
But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.
God’s Word will not return void (empty). It is too powerful.
- When God said, “Let there be light,” the immediate result was that “there was light”
(Genesis 1:3).
- When Jesus said, “Peace! Be still!” the wind ceased and the sea calmed (Mark 4:39).
- God’s Word will always prosper; God will succeed, and those who receive His Word will
be overcomers as well
Rejoice when Christ is preached. Find joy in the gospel no matter what has happened to
you.
Know that God is using those situations to further the gospel!
Know that others will be emboldened by your situation and have confidence to share the
gospel.
Know that when we testify of what God has done, hope arises and when we share His
Word it will always accomplish what God intended for it to!

Ultimately the good news is that death has no grip on you. It has been defeated. Satan has
been stripped of his power in your life and Jesus is King…..
We overcome by the blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony!
Tell of what Jesus has done!
I want to challenge some of you right now to share a brief testimony.
But then I want you all to find joy in the gospel and this week tell someone what Jesus has done
in your life. Just testify….in doing so you tap into the power of God for salvation!
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