Find Joy - In Fathers, Sons, & Brothers
Well it’s Father’s Day, a day where we show honor to those fathers in our lives. It’s a day where
we think back on what they have done and how it has affected us and shaped who we are.
And as we continue in the book of Philippians, we come to this point that at first it seems like a
side note. It’s one of those parts that if we’re being honest, we read a little faster to get through
and get back to the meat.
It seems like just some travel details, like Paul just got side tracked or just included this for the
Philippians but it doesn't mean anything to us. But 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says that “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.”
This means that while this part may SEEM insignificant, it was inspired by God and there is
something you need to gain from this to make you complete and equipped for every good work!
Where we left off was with Paul instructs us to work out our own salvation with fear and
trembling, being the light in a crooked and perverse generation and as he transitions here, he
leads us to this place of finding joy in fathers, sons, & brothers...
Philippians 2:19-24 (NKJV)
But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be
encouraged when I know your state. 20 For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely
care for your state. 21 For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 22
But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served with me in the
gospel. 23 Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me.
24 But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly.
Paul is a spiritual father to Timothy. He connected with Timothy on his first missionary journey
where Timothy likely got saved. Timothy was a young man, likely early teens, and Paul would
soon take Timothy under his wing and bring him along on his missionary journeys. So they had
a close spiritual relationship as a father and a son.
And you can see with his words here, Paul takes joy in his son. You know you can’t be a Father
without a son or daughter. And when we honor the son we honor the father.
Paul writes this letter to the Philippians during his imprisonment in Rome. See because he can’t
be there himself, he will send his spiritual son...the next best thing….one that has learned from
him, looks like him, talks like him, best represents him.
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See a son is a descendant, and a descendant is the product or result of something….offspring…
What does that look like...this man that will be sent to represent Paul who represents Jesus..as
a son, a descendant, offspring…
Philippians 2:20 (NKJV)
For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state.
Paul wants to be there, but he can’t. And as he looks around to send someone in his place, and
he looks at Timothy, he sees this sympathetic man. He cares.
No one else at his disposal has a genuine interest in your welfare. Anyone else would just be
doing a task….but Timothy...oh that boy will come because he cares! What joy is found in the
son who actually cares about people. And what high praise being shown to the son for just
reflecting the father.
Church, this is how it is supposed to work. As YOU reflect Jesus in your life, those you have
influence with learn it, and reflect it as well. Timothy cares….sincerely, for the people.
This is the character of Christ. This is loving like we are loved.
Children of God are sympathetic and caring toward others and it’s a real concern, not a show.
How genuine is your interest in the welfare of others….the people in your family, the people in
this church family, the people in your community?
Philippians 2:21-22 (NKJV)
For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 22 But you know his
proven character, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel.
Most people are too worried about themselves...not the things which are of Christ! What does
this tell us? It says that Jesus cares about the well being of others...because when we seek our
own we are not seeking the things which are of Jesus!
Our first interest must be Jesus, then others, then self.
Paul says you know Timothy….his proven character! What an honorable thing...he’s been tested
and proved. He’s seasoned but don’t let that cause you to forget how he started…
Timothy began like all of us did..he was a sinner saved by grace through faith...but then he put
his hand to the plow. He served, he grew, he loved, he went, he sacrificed...it was hard work but
he had been faithful to it...and here we are with a young man who is “seasoned”
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Too often Christians stay “baby Christians” for far too long. We just show up, get our bottle, have
someone clean up our mess and repeat.
We need to be learning and growing and move from infancy toward adulthood! Because the
more seasoned we become, the more useful we become to the Lord’s purpose for our lives.
Remember “work out your own salvation”, work toward maturity and completeness in Christ.
Because as you get older your roles may change but you don’t ever stop being a Christian or
doing the work of God.
Maturity is not about age, it’s about development, it’s end is a perfected condition, none of us
are done maturing. So what steps do you need to take to take another step toward maturity?
How do you need to step out or step up?
We find joy in seeing spiritual sons and daughters grow in maturity. It’s exciting! These are the
people that carry on what others began. They are desperately needed. Many churches are
dying because they are lacking sons and daughters in the faith...I’m thankful for those that we
have. I find great joy in each one of you!
We also find joy in our brothers and sisters….those who come alongside us.
Philippians 2:25-30 (NKJV)
25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker,
and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need; 26 since
he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.
27 For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only
on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I sent him
the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less
sorrowful. 29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in
esteem; 30 because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life,
to supply what was lacking in your service toward me.
Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier...can you look around this morning and
see some brothers and sisters? How about fellow workers? Fellow soldiers?
Guys...find joy in these people, in the fact that you are not alone. You are not alone in your
weakness, in the hard times, but you are not alone in the work that needs to be done nor in the
battle that needs to be fought!
What I love about Epaphroditus is that this is a man that the Philippians had sent TO PAUL.
They sent him to minister to the imprisoned Paul, likely to bring him a monetary love offering
and supplies from the church.
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This man, this brother, was a trustworthy person. One who was sent to travel with this money
and these gifts. One that would be faithful to the task assigned. And as he goes on this trip, he
gets very sick almost to the point of death!
But what do we learn about Epaphroditus? Did he turn all the focus to himself? Did his sickness
become the center of his life and story? NO!
Paul is sending him back to the church because he was longing for them, he missed them, he
had a great love for them...and he was distressed that they heard about his sickness...the one
that about killed him.
He was troubled...not because he was sick but others were worried about him.
This brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier, he was sensitive to the feelings and needs of others.
God had mercy on Epaphroditus, AND on Paul...and their concern isn’t for their condition
(sickness, prison) but for the people who are worried about them.
We need more sensitive hearts and burdens for others! We are all going through things but what
could it look like if instead of everyone looking at their own situation, we all looked out for
everyone else.
See the enemy likes to isolate us. His plan is always to get us to feel alone. To focus on just
one. But here’s what happens, that even in my weakness, I can be way more valuable to all of
you then to just me.
If I just look at me and you just look at you. Think about those numbers one to one ratio. But if I
look out for each of you and each of you look out for each other and me, we have strength in
numbers and more importantly in spirit! We are united by the Holy Spirit. And there’s no power
that can stand against us!
Philippians 2:29-30 (NKJV)
Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem; 30
because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply
what was lacking in your service toward me.
Epaphroditus was a sacrificial man...he didn’t regard his life to serve the church in serving Paul.
This means he didn’t pay attention to his life. He sacrificed it...for the good of the mission.
You could say he risked his life for the sake of Christ. He had this kind of reckless courage in
serving the Lord. He was “all in” with his whole life even if it required the loss of his life by death!
Brother, sister, are you “all in”? Are you willing to have that reckless courage to lay it all out for
Jesus?
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No matter the cost?
You do this if you are a son or a daughter. You love with the love with which you were loved.
And this makes you a brother or sister, a fellow worker, a fellow soldier…
Paul says to “hold such men in esteem”.....honor them…..those who sacrifice for the sake of
others….they are special because they are a reflection of Christ.
See Jesus left a palace in heaven to come and get close to you and me...he became one of
us...took on our din and died in our place. But by his death, all who place their faith and trust in
Him find eternal life.
And when you know your end, it makes it a lot more likely that you won’t live your life focused on
yourself...you know where you are going no matter what happens today.
The God we serve, Jesus Christ has been highly exalted and given a name that is above every
name.
Real honor comes not in the palace but in the place of selfless, sacrifice for others.
Today we honor the Lord, for He is worthy and He is good. And we find joy in fathers, sons, and
brothers who show us who He is, carry on what others have started, and labor beside us.
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