Find Joy - In Being a Role Model
Last week we looked at pressing forward, grabbing all of Jesus that you can possibly get...and a
part of the exhortation was that we press toward a goal (Christlike on earth) and there is a prize
(Christlike in heaven). We have an upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Today in this text, Paul digs a little deeper into this topic...
Philippians 3:17-21 (NKJV)
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a
pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction,
whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on
earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to
subdue all things to Himself.
We see a clear distinction here between two types of people, enemies of the cross and citizens
of heaven. You know there are things you can clearly separate and other things where it’s hard
to tell the difference.
Let’s separate people who can roll their tongue. If you can, you go to one line, if you can’t you
go to the other. It’s a clear distinction, black or white, no gray. You don’t really even need much
explanation or much of a criteria, can you do it or not?
Let’s separate people who can sing. Technically everyone can sing...what about people that can
sing WELL. Now is it a clear distinction? For some, yes...but wouldn’t there be a lot of gray?
People that can kinda sing? We’d need some explanation of what we are looking for and what
the criteria is to determine what’s “good”.
This is where we are in Philippians. Paul wants the church to know there are two kinds of people
and unless you know the criteria, what makes them what they are, you will have a lot of gray...
Philippians 3:17 (NKJV)
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a
pattern.
I’m sure you have said or heard that you aren’t supposed to model your life after another
person, only Jesus. Is that completely true?
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Paul said in at least four of his letters to follow him.
- For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example (2 Thess 3:7)
- You became imitators of us and the Lord (1 Thess 1:6)
- Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ (1 Cor 11:1)
- Join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern
(Phil 3:17)
Wow...bold statements! Some that we don’t hear from the modern Christian…
Could it be that Paul so intensely pursued Jesus, pressing forward, grabbing all he could get,
that he was confident in his closeness with Jesus and dependance on the Spirit, that he could
say “follow me and I’ll lead you to Him?”
Could it be that today, Christians don’t want that kind of responsibility so we say “don’t look at
me, just look to Jesus”?
Because Paul seems to lean toward “do both”. See there is a part of this where people just don’t
want the responsibility or accountability.
How many star athletes have you heard publicly proclaim “I am not a role model”?
Charles Barkley Nike Commercial
“I am not a role model. I am not paid to be a role model. I am paid to wreak havoc on the
basketball court. Parents should be role models. Just because I can dunk a basketball,
doesn’t mean I should raise your kids.”
Well there is a bit of truth to this...parents SHOULD be role models. But if we say we don’t want
to be a role model, it is not going to prevent people from looking at what we do, and then
copying it.
Most of society is looking for someone to follow, something to aspire to be like. And even if they
know Jesus, they may be searching for how to become more like Him. And they are looking at
you and me.
When they look at you are they seeing Jesus? Do you have the boldness to say follow me as I
follow Christ?
Paul said to follow my example and look at those who walk as I do (not just the pastor). We are
supposed to be this example for others. You are supposed to be a role model. This is a person
whose behavior, example, or success is or can be emulated by others, especially by younger
people.
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It’s important that people see this in YOU...there is already way too much of the other
examples...
Philippians 3:18-19 (NKJV)
For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they
are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things.
Paul speaks of these people, enemies of the cross...and he weeps as he speaks of them…
When we think of enemies of the cross, these could be those who have spoken against the
saving power of the cross, those who deny the resurrection and the salvation that was
purchased on the cross, or it can just be people who lead others away from Jesus, by their
words, by their actions, intentionally or unintentionally.
But when we think of these people are we filled with anger wanting to put them in their place,
wanting to see them get what they deserve, possibly even lose their life for what they have
done?
Or are we moved to weeping with the compassion of God knowing that they are lost and have a
soul that is in need of saving? Guys that is the heart of God...
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.
God’s desire is that ALL should come to repentance and turn to Him, the giver of life!
But these enemies of the cross...their end is destruction...this means their eternity is one of
ruin. They will spend FOREVER in hell separated from God...complete separation...I don’t know
if we realize how big of a deal this is.
God sends the rain. God causes the sun to rise. All that is good is from God. The Holy Spirit is
restraining evil on this earth to a degree, imagine when He is not present…
Hell is not going to be a party with your friends...it’s going to be misery...forever...no end...no
relief...no way out…
This should break our hearts. Maybe they don’t deserve grace, but neither did you. Pray for
these enemies of the cross that they would know the living God!
Paul said their god is their belly.
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Enemies of the cross are not all overweight...this speaks of their living to please themselves by
feeding their own uncontrollable appetite for sin.
They focus on the things of this world so much that they worship their appetite as though it is
their god. It’s all they think about, all they talk about, all they do, it is life to them.
Then Paul said their glory is their shame. This is when they brag about the very things that
they should be ashamed of. It’s being proud of sin.
-

The guy that brags about sleeping with so many women
The business owner that tells his friends about how he took advantage of someone and
ripped them off
The people that gathered around our governor smiling and applauding as he signed the
full term abortion bill
The homosexual movement that parades through the streets of Chicago throwing out
candy to kids while dressed in appropiately and promoting an unnatural, ungodly lifestyle

These all get some kind of temporary glory for what they have done. Someone, somewhere is
impressed with what they have done and says “good for you, that is awesome”
But it’s these exact things that will be their shame and result in God’s judgement...unless they
repent and turn to Him.
Their mind is on earthly things. And this is where the problem lies. We ALL get caught up in
sin and trouble when we have our minds fixed on earthly things. When that has our focus and
attention, these temporary feel good things, our glory is our shame, our god is our belly, and our
end is destruction.
These are the people that should say “I am not a role model” But the problem is, what they do is
easy. It’s easy to follow the flesh, your sinful desire, and when it’s easy to do, it’s easy to say
“sure, follow me”
Where are the godly role models? They should be the people gathered around the world today
to worship Jesus!
Philippians 3:20 (NKJV)
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ,
The Greek word for citizenship is politeuma (pole-eet-u-ma) which means a colony or foreigners
or relocated veterans. The purpose of this colony was to spread the ways of the conquering
country to the conquered country. The idea was to change that country to reflect the culture,
customs, and laws of the dominant country. Philippi was a politeuma. They got this.
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They were a Roman colony that was not in Rome. They were to influence those around them
with Roman culture, customs and laws.
Paul tells them that even though they live in Philippi, they have been granted all the rights and
privileges of heaven. Those in the church, they really belonged to heaven, not to Philippi, not to
Rome…
They were God’s people whom He had placed in Philippi to spread the ways of the kingdom of
heaven! Just like the Roman citizen never forgets they belong to Rome, you must never forget
that you are a citizen to heaven and you belong to heaven! Your conduct should match your
citizenship!
Christians should be influencing those around them with heavenly culture, customs, and laws.
Don’t we first have to be following them ourselves? We have to be those people that Paul
speaks of...examples of Jesus. “Note those who so walk”...Take notice of those who actually live
like they belong to heaven!
Follow them as they follow Jesus. Then you BE that role model for someone else. Do you know
it’s ok to admit your faults and tell someone you messed up? Letting them know that you repent
and they should not copy that thing you did ...do you know that level of authenticity is what
people are looking for.
Follow me as I follow Jesus. But sometimes I mess up, learn from my mistakes, don’t copy
those! But what I do right….the ways I look like Jesus...I’ll keep pursuing more and doing those
things...copy them
Get you eyes on heaven!
Colossians 3:1-2 (NKJV)
If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is,
sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the
earth.
That means to be FIXED on eternal things. Locked in!
Philippians 3:20-21 (NKJV)
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to
Himself.
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Do you eagerly wait for the Savior? This is kind of like impatiently, patiently waiting. It’s like
when you are expecting someone to come over and you are waiting….you know it’s not time yet
but it’s getting close so you keep looking out the window.
We should be eagerly waiting for Jesus. Be ready, He could come anytime. But it’s probably not
quite time yet, but we should be constantly looking, checking, wondering.
Revelation 22:20-21 (NKJV)
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him - Revelation 1:7
His coming will be like lightning from the east to the west - Matthew 24:27
Those who don’t know Him and oppose Him will be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power - 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall
always be with the Lord. - 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. - 1 Corinthians 15:52-53
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away. - Revelation
21:4
Focus on these things, get locked in on these things, the things of heaven.
-

Which citizenship is influencing you the most? Your earthly one or heavenly one?
Whose example are you following?
What kind of example are you setting? Find joy in being a role model!
Weep for those who don’t know Jesus, ask the Holy Spirit for the Father’s heart on this...
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