The Full Gospel - Forgiven to Forgive
When we started this series “The Full Gospel” I asked you to think about what the gospel is.
Most automatically think of forgiveness of sin and going to heaven. And while that is definitely a
great part of this “good news”, it’s only part of what Jesus accomplished by His work on the
cross and the grave.
The Full Gospel is that Jesus came to restore life. To restore it to the way God intended it to be
back in the garden of Eden with Adam and Eve. And now that we’ve looked extensively at the
salvation of the spirit, soul, and body, I want to circle back to the forgiveness.
We touched on it in the sermon on the saved spirit. I hope you have an understanding of God’s
forgiveness. John said if we confess our sins, Jesus is faithful and just to forgive us. And so this
salvation is dependant on free gift that is a promise of God.
Isn’t that amazing? Who’s thankful to be forgiven?
I’ve committed a lot of sin in my life. Before accepting Jesus as Lord it was mostly what I did.
But even since, I’m far from perfect…you know the bible says in Romans 14, anything that is not
from faith is sin?
How many times do you not have faith? Maybe you need to be reminded what faith is...
Faith is believing in our relationship with Jesus and His Word and His promises...
How often do we trust in self, in the things of the world, first...then God. That’s sin. I think we do
that more than we’d like to admit. But our God is faithful to forgive.
We don’t deserve it. Never have, never will. Isn’t Jesus good?!
Matthew 10:7-8 (NKJV)
And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’8 Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely
give.
Jesus is saying that you have received for nothing, no cost to you, so don’t withhold it from
others. This includes sharing the good news, healing, and deliverance, but it also includes
showing mercy and grace ...and forgiveness!
Isn’t forgiveness such a beautiful thing...when you are receiving it?
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Matthew 6:12 (NKJV)
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
This is part of “The Lord’s Prayer” when Jesus was teaching the disciples how to pray. Forgive
us as we forgive...in the same way…
Do you pray like that? God forgive me the way I forgive others…
We live in a world where nation is against nation, neighbor against neighbor, kids against
parents, sibling against sibling, co-worker against co-worker. Lots of hurt, some intentional and
some unintentional.
Lots of people walking around with the weight of guilt and shame longing to be forgiven.
And if we have been the one to wrong someone, we want forgiveness to come quickly
and easily.
But if we have been the one who was wronged then we want JUSTICE! They should
PAY! And we find it hard to forgive.
When we hang on to this “control” and refuse to forgive…(because they don’t deserve it,
right?)...we think we hold all the power. We like to be able to hold that over someone.
But do you know that when you are carrying a grudge - you are carrying extra weight that you
weren’t meant to carry?
This is part of the full gospel. That when we our spirit is born again we receive forgiveness for all
we have done, even though we didn’t deserve it...and as we freely receive it, we freely give it.
We don’t have power when we hold on to hurts, we are weak because we are submitting to that
soul that’s still being saved...that often does what’s best for me, what I want. That’s not power,
it’s weakness.
Power is in submitting to the Holy Spirit and saying, I give it all to you, God. As you have
forgiven me, I need your power so that I can forgive and let go!
Anyone like to play cards? Not for money you Pharisees!
There are several games where you have a trump card. It’s not a card with President Donald
Trump’s face on it...it’s a card that can trump (overtake another card or suit because it outranks
it). And what you do is you usually hold on to those trump cards until the opportune time.
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Then when it’s best for you, when you really need it, when you are going for the throat...you lay
it down! Victory is YOURS!
See, we often think our trump card in life is having power over others but the real trump card is
the Holy Spirit having power over you. Because that’s when you play a card that many didn’t
even realize existed. It’s like someone putting the jokers in the deck and you are finding out
when they lay one down. “Oh, we’re playing with jokers”
The Holy Spirit is always playing with jokers...us!
You were forgiven to forgive, this is part of the full gospel, the restoration of life to the way God
intended, how can you get that soul (mind, will , emotions) to submit to the born again spirit, if
that soul is weighed down with unforgiveness and false power?
Let’s look at a parable (story) that Jesus taught the disciples...
Matthew 18:21 (NKJV)
Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and
I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
Peter is “that guy”, he’s the guy that just asks what everyone else is thinking. Peter continuously
had hand, foot and mouth disease because was always using his hand to pull his foot out of his
mouth!
If he thought it, he said it. But haven’t we all had this question at some point? “So
God...uhh...how many times do I have to forgive them?” How about 7 times?
Now 7 times was very generous, Peter was not going for the minimum...Rabbis in that day
taught that you should forgive a person 3 times. So Peter is going for double that plus 1...very,
very generous
Matthew 18:22 (NKJV)
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
Some of you jokers are already doing the math! It’s 490. Now don’t start a note on your phone
with a list of names and tally marks for the times you’ve had to forgive each one so you can stop
when you get to 490.
Seventy times seven represents innumerable times. You aren’t supposed to count...that’s the
point. And if you forgive someone 490 times, by that point surely God has done such a work in
you that it’s a habit that would continue on anyway...otherwise you probably didn’t actually
forgive!
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So here’s that parable:
Matthew 18:23-25 (NKJV)
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But as he was not able to pay, his master
commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that
payment be made.
The king called for an audit. He wanted to settle his accounts. And one servant owed a lot.
10,000 talents. 1 talent was about 20 years worth of wages. So today if you make $15 per hour,
you’ll make roughly 30k per year times 20 years...we’re looking at 600k. For 1 talent.
But he owed 10,000 talents…no biggie, just like you owing about 6 BILLION dollars!
But he was not able to pay…”wow, Jesus, you don’t say?!?!”
Matthew 18:26 (NKJV)
The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and
I will pay you all.’
Could you imagine? Say you owe the IRS 6 billion dollars and they came to collect…”have
patience, I’ll pay it all back?” This is what it was like for that servant to say it to the king. It was
ridiculous...not happening, not even in a lifetime. Good luck with THAT Go Fund Me page!
Matthew 18:27 (NKJV)
Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave
him the debt.
Ok...it’s CLEARLY not the IRS here! What a sign of mercy, grace, and forgiveness! He could
have been put in prison for life but he was forgiven a debt that could not be paid...ever! And set
free!
WOW...freely you have received, freely give...right?
Matthew 18:28-29 (NKJV)
“But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you
owe!’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you all.’
Immediately this forgiven servant went out and found someone who owed him some $$.
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They owed him a hundred denarii (about $12k in today’s money), a decent chunk, but nothing in
comparison to 6 billion. He took this guy by the throat! He wanted it bad...pay me what you owe!
The man begged for patience and said “I will pay you all”, sound familiar?
Matthew 18:30 (NKJV)
And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt.
Well this is not going to end well...
Matthew 18:31 (NKJV)
So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and
came and told their master all that had been done.
You know nobody likes a tattle tail...somebody forgot to tell these guys!
But these fellow servants were grieved...they were affected by this. They saw this man in his
broken indebted state, in a situation where he was in a mess he couldn’t get out of, one where
he begged for another chance, didn’t deserve it, and quite honestly would have never been able
to clear it up.
They saw him receive unimaginable forgiveness...not an extension, not what he had asked
for...but SO MUCH MORE. And they are heartbroken that his heart was not changed by this...
Matthew 18:32-34 (NKJV)
Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you
all that debt because you begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on
your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and
delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.
This servant could have been forgiven and free but now instead will be tormented for the rest of
his life…
How do we apply this to our lives?
We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. We all owe a debt we can not repay. It’s
like making $15 per hour and owning 6 billion. You can work all your life, you could work 1,000
lifetimes and still wouldn’t hardly make a dent in that debt.
You can right now have your account paid in full, the records put in the shredder. That’s what
Jesus did on the cross, and offers today. Complete forgiveness. You just have to receive it.
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But what about those who have wronged you? They hurt you. No matter what they do, they
can’t repay you for the damage that has been done.
For some, they can’t forgive because they’ve never really understood the forgiveness of God.
You can’t believe it is paid in full. My God is not a liar. Jesus said it is finished. Believe and
receive.
And if you believe and receive, you will be changed. You heart will be changed...that reborn
spirit will have an impact on that hurt and offended soul. Just give up the power of your will, your
emotions, and take up the power of the resurrected King that has overcome!
DO NOT refuse to forgive. What happens is that you will receive discipline from the Lord. A
good Father disciplines his children. He doesn’t take the justification away but He will discipline
those that He loves.
But what happens as you refuse to forgive, is that you will end up living in a prison of your own
making. Unforgiveness will cause separation from God. You won’t be walking in His peace,
you’ll be walking in better torment.
Unforgiveness hinders our prayers and may keep them from being answered.
Unforgiveness hinders our fellowship and intimacy with God.
Unforgiveness invites God’s discipline on us.
Forgiveness cannot be done in our own strength and power! We need the Holy Spirit to help us
forgive those who hurt us!
Today some of you need to make a choice. Some need to start with believing and receiving the
forgiveness that Jesus offers by His work at the cross.
Others need to choose to tell that soul to submit to the Spirit. Choose to forgive, to let go.
Refuse to keep track of wrongs. As Jesus forgives the greatest debt we could ever owe, will you
not forgive? Are you walking in the full understanding of the grace that you have been given.
Someone needs to be free from the weight and burden of unforgiveness today!
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