Parables - The Wise & Foolish Builders
Today we’re starting a new sermon series on the parables that Jesus taught. There are actually
46 of them in the bible and we’ll probably go through 10 or so.
So what is a parable. It’s a small story that illustrates a big spiritual truth. Jesus would teach with
these stories to explain kingdom concepts by using stories that the people could understand.
They were images that made sense to the people. But some of these make little sense to us
because our culture is completely different.
As we go through these parables, I intend to try to explain the story so that you can understand
it, but my ultimate goal is the same as Jesus’, that you understand the truth that it represents.
Just so we are clear, the story helps explain the truth. Understanding the story is not as
important as understanding the truth that Jesus is trying to relay.
This morning we’re going to look at the parable of the wise and foolish builders. This is at the
end of Matthew 7 and it concludes the famous “Sermon on the Mount” that Jesus preached to
the people starting back in chapter 5. He’s covered many topics and concludes with this:
Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV)
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a
wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the
rock.
26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
See for us this parable makes sense but it doesn’t hit home the way it did for the people in the
days of the bible. There is a specific meaning behind this that we miss because we are not in
that culture.
In the Middle East there are these areas called wadis. A wadi is a dry riverbed that contains
water during rainy seasons and is located in a valley-like area of the desert. Most of the time it’s
completely dry.
***WADI-1 PHOTO
What happens is: miles away at the top of the mountains where it does rain, the water collects
and begins to flow down until it finds one of these canyons and it comes gushing down.
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So you are in a place where it doesn’t rain. It’s a clear sky. And little do you know, it’s raining
10-15 miles away. You hear a sound in the distance and all of the sudden, maybe in a matter of
seconds, that flood comes rushing through. It’s powerful and dangerous. More people are killed
by the desert floods in the deserts of the bible than all other causes put together, including thirst,
heat, scorpions, etc.
Psalm 126:4 (NIV)
Restore our fortunes, Lord,
like streams in the Negev.
***FLOOD-1 PHOTO
The Negev is one of the deserts, and streams could be translated “flooded streams”. The idea
was “God I’m in trouble, I’m not doing all that well. I’d like you to restore my fortunes, suddenly,
with great power, like a flood, in the desert.”
Psalm 124:1, 4-5 (NIV)
If the Lord had not been on our side...
4 the flood would have engulfed us, the torrent would have swept over us,
5 the raging waters would have swept us away.
***WADI-2 PHOTO
So you get the picture of the psalmist down in a wadi and hears the sound and knows he’s got
to get out...that’s what it would have been like if God had not been on his side, a tragedy would
have come all of the sudden
***FLOOD-2 PHOTO
As this water would come down from the mountains, it may be 20-30 ft deep. It doesn’t last long
at all but as it thunders through, it brings dirt/sand down from the mountains
This is what they picture when they hear this parable about building on the rock or on the sand.
It makes sense to them that one is wise (and can save your life) and one is foolish (and can cost
your life). Now knowing all of that…
Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV)
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a
wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the
rock.

2

26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
There are 2 builders, 2 houses. And there are a lot of things they have in common.
- They were built in the same area
- They probably look the same, there’s nothing to suggest otherwise (one wasn’t made of
brick and the other of straw)
- These builders both heard the teachings. This means they were not ignorant. They had
the information. They knew the building code for the area. Not just what was required but
what was best for them. What would help their house withstand the storms…
- And we know both houses faced the same storm.
Then there were a couple of differences in the 2 houses.
- They were built on different foundations
- In the storm, one stands and the other collapses
Building a house is an analogy for the life each one of us creates for ourselves.
And as we sit here this morning, there are a lot of nice houses in here. You guys look pretty
good. Some of you talk pretty good. You know the things to say (at least when you need to). You
look the part of a Christian. You are a nice house.
But that’s what we can tell from the outward appearance. What if we were to sit down and talk?
What if we got to see what’s inside? It’s probably messy, some more than others, but there’s
hope, right? It can be cleaned up.
What if we inspected your foundation? What are you built on? Because if the foundation is
bad...it’s only a matter of time before the cracks begin to show, first on the inside, then on the
outside.
And then what is going to happen when the storms come? Because they WILL come!
I don’t know where people get this idea that if you become a Christian, then you won’t have to
face any storms. Everything will just be easier.
Jesus said both builders faced the same storm...rain descended, the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat on that house...BOTH houses.
They were hit from all sides. Rain came down on the top, floods rose up from the bottom, winds
blew from the sides...and all together they BEAT on the house!
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Anyone here been beat on by the storms of life? It’s sure to happen. And the thing is,
sometimes we see them coming but often times they sneak up on us like they do in a wadi. You
hear the sound and there’s no time to get away. You can’t run fast enough. You better hope you
can withstand the storm.
But it’s not about whether the house is covered in brick or vinyl siding, whether you have
shingles or metal roofing, or even whether you have storm doors or not...with a major storm that
is powerful and it feels like the winds could tear right through. It comes down to what foundation
you have. What are you built on?
Some people’s lives are built on their finances. Anyone in here could lose their job tomorrow.
Social Security could stop sending out checks tomorrow. Some emergency could happen that
takes every penny you’ve got and then some. Then where are you at? If everything you are is
dependant on those finances?
Matthew 6:24 (CSB)
“No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
Some people’s lives are built on their health, they can do all the things they want because there
isn’t anything physically holding them back from doing so. Where would you be if major sickness
or disease came upon you? If your health is the foundation you build your life on?
Others build their life on relationships. “If my spouse, parent, friend, etc died, my life would be
over. They are all I have.” Have you built your life on the life of another? What if the storm
comes and takes them out of the picture? By death or just damaged or broken relationship? If
this is your foundation, you will crumble...
So what is your foundation? If you haven’t put it together yet, Jesus is the rock and any other
foundation is the sand.
1 Corinthians 3:11 (NKJV)
For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Psalm 118:22 (NKJV)
The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone.
Jesus said, “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, But anyone who hears my
teaching and ignores it is foolish.”
Notice that Jesus doesn't say the men were smart or stupid. Because smart and stupid aren't
the same as wise and foolish.
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You can be an intelligent fool. You can be an informed fool.
James 1:22 (NKJV)
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
Have you heard the words of Jesus? If you only hear them and there’s no action to putting them
to practice in your life, you deceive yourself, you THINK you have a sold house, a solid life, until
the storm comes...
James 1:23-25 (NKJV)
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his
natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets
what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.
Hear what Jesus says and then do what you have heard—put it into practice—and you will be
blessed.
But either people don’t believe that, or they don’t consider the blessing worth the effort.
*****
It takes more work to build a house properly, with the right foundation. But it’s worth it in the long
run. It costs you more upfront but has greater reward down the road.
It’s easy to life a life built on finances, health, relationships, but it’s a fragile life.
I suspect in this room there are those who have the appearance of a life that is founded on
Rock, Jesus Christ. But if you were being honest...you’ve heard and not done. You know the
message of salvation through Jesus’ finished work at the cross but you’ve never really
done...stepped out and took hold of it.
It’s hard to change the foundation on a house...it can be done...but it’s hard and expensive.
But can I tell you that Jesus can change the foundation of your life in an instant? With one step
of obedience on your part, it’s expensive but He has already paid in full...
Will you take that step today?
No one builds with the expectation that the structure will fail, but as the storms come, many will
find what they have built is falling down around them. Don’t let that be you today.
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Jesus said that house built on the sand fell...and great was it’s fall. This is speaking of the day of
judgement. On that day Jesus WILL separate those whose life was built on Him from those
whose life was built on something else...
Be SURE today that your life is built on Jesus!
The evidence of salvation is not weeping, praying or stating a creed. It is a life changed by the
power of the Holy Spirit. And that’s available to all today!
For the rest of you, you’ve made the decision already. You’ve got a good foundation. But many
have forgotten the basics.
It’s the person who HEARS and DOES...they are the ones who are wise. Are you reading the
Word, praying (talking and listening), and then doing?
This results in great blessing, a life of purpose, a life of peace. Even though the storms still
come, they still beat on the house, IT WILL NOT FALL
Because He is more than enough. Jesus has overcome. He is with you.
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