Elements - Fire
Today, I’m FINALLY wrapping up the Elements series. We’ve looked at Jesus the Rock, the
foundation that our entire faith must be built on. The wind of the Spirit that’s always moving and
the second wind that gives us supernatural power to operate at peak performance. The Living
Water we receive continually where the Spirit leads us back to Jesus. And today....the FIRE of
God!
Somebody say FIRE!
How does fire work? It’s closely linked to air. Fire needs three things in order to exist: oxygen,
fuel, and heat.
The intensity of a fire varies because it is dependent on the oxygen, fuel, and heat available to
it. When all three of these things are in a controlled situation, such as in candles or a campfire,
fires are considered helpful. But when one or more of these things are not controlled, such as in
a wildfire or a burning building, fires can easily become very dangerous.
To extinguish a fire, the oxygen, fuel, or heat needs to be removed. “Smothering” a fire by
placing a blanket or dirt on it works because the fire goes out without oxygen. We remove the
air…sounds like a lot of the American church...
Have you ever wondered where the fire is within the church? Within YOU? Have you seen it
dwindle to barely a warm coal?
Fire needs 3 things: Oxygen (air), Fuel, Heat. None of those on their own create a fire in a
man’s heart. You need all 3.
1. Oxygen - Holy Spirit - air causes a stir in the atmosphere
2. Fuel - The Word - an energy source, food, it maintains the fire.
3. Heat - Seed of Faith - a degree of warmth
So everyone is given a seed of faith, God has given us a measure of faith. He gives us the
heat...a degree of warmth. It’s there in everyone. It’s not saving faith, it’s faith to believe.
Then we add the fuel, The Word...it’s like dumping gasoline on your faith, it will flare up every
time you add some. If it ain’t burning, dump more fuel on it! That’s how we do a campfire, right?
When you read the Word, it’s an energy source for your fire, it’s the fuel!
Then we add the air, the Holy Spirit stirs the atmosphere, blows on that heat and fuel that’s
burning and it’s a necessary element for the fire to thrive.
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Luke 3:16
John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is
coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.
Can we tip a sacred cow this morning?
John said that Jesus will baptize you with the Holy Spirit AND fire.
The Holy Spirit is NOT the fire...The manifest presence of God is the fire! The ministry of the
Spirit in our life is fire!
And we are told not to quench (put out) the Spirit...don’t stop His work!
1 Thessalonians 5:16-22
Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you.
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast
what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.
Do not quench the Spirit! Remember how you put out a fire? You smother it with a blanket or dirt
to keep the air from stirring up the heat (seed of faith).
Church if you want the fire of God today, you’ve got to allow His presence to consume you!
Deuteronomy 4:24
For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.
This is not human jealousy. The Hebrew word qanna (can-nah) is only used 5 times in the bible
and it only speaks of God’s jealousy when His people give His place in their lives to something
else.
Church we...as children of God...have been given something that the rest of humanity
desperately and unknowingly longs for in their heart...the presence of God!
There’s a song we sing, “All Consuming Fire”, and it says “You provide the fire, and I’ll provide
the sacrifice.”
He provides the fire, He gives the seed of faith, He gave us His Son, The Word, and He sends
His Spirit. We just have to ask, receive, and offer all that we are!
This is what makes the Kingdom of God unstoppable...not our will power...His power! The Fire
of God upon the people of God!
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Hebrews 12:28-29
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace,
by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is
a consuming fire.
What does He want to consume? YOU! To consume is to use up. He wants to use you, your life,
for His purposes. To do things that you, on your own are incapable of doing effectively.
See the consuming fire, doesn’t burn you out, it burns you up. Sounds pleasant doesn’t it!
Who are we to look like? Jesus! Who’s will are we to accomplish? God’s! Whose leading should
we follow? Holy Spirit’s!
We need less of US and more of God. if you want to look like Jesus, do the will of God, and
walk in the Spirit...you need the fire of God. You need faith, you need the Word, you need the
Spirit.
You need all that you can get! Because less of you means more of Him! And more of Him
means more peace, more joy, more hope, more purpose, more fulfilling, more Kingdom...that
cannot be shaken! Will you let God consume you today?
You may remember the account of Elijah vs the prophets of Baal. They are on the
mountain, it’s a showdown. God’s 1 prophet vs Baal’s 450 prophets. But is it really? Or is
it just one God vs non gods? The living God vs false gods.
Elijah and his seed of faith, who spoke the Word of God, and called upon the Spirit of
God, sees the fire of God fall from heaven and consume not just the offering, not just the
wood altar, but the water that filled the trench surrounding the altar and even the
rocks...oh and even the dust!
Fire that consumed the water and rocks and the dust... you might think God was showing off,
but I believe that He consumed (used up) everything that Elijah offered to Him. Elijah was doing
all of this to show God’s power. That no only could He send fire down, but that it would do the
unthinkable. It would burn up the unburnable.
Who burns rocks and water and dust? Let’s have a campfire tonight, we’ll pile up some wet
rocks in the dirt and roast marshmallows! We say I need dry wood. God says I’ll use whatever
you give me.
Some of you feel like rocks and dust and think you’re unusable. Get your mind off that...rebuke
those lies from the devil in the name of Jesus!
Forget whether you believe you are usable...are you AVAILABLE?
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God is looking back and forth across the earth, He’s looking for those whose hearts are
committed to Him. He’s looking for availability...and when He finds that...He shows Himself
strong in your life!
Can I tell you that you don’t have to be strong...when you are weak, He is strong. Be available!
Are you available this morning for the fire of God to consume you?
If you say yes...I’ve got to tell you what the cost is going to be...your life! The things you desire,
your passions, your thoughts, probably your plans.
Because the reason God is a consuming fire is His holiness. And when we receive His fire, it
begins to burn up anything unholy. It’s the holiness of God that separates Him from sinful man.
Thankfully He sent His Son to die on the cross for the sins of all who would believe in Him and
in doing this, He made a way for us to be reconciled to God. But you know you can be
reconciled and not really on fire?
When you’re on fire...the presence of God is primary not the presence of you.
There have been some famous pastors who have had moral failures recently. And when
I look at their public persona, it appears that they wanted to be famous. They wanted to
be known. They would go on the talk shows and skate around the tough questions. They
compromised the gospel for the sake of popularity. And they fell…
Why? No fire. Don’t for a second confuse passionate preaching with the fire of God. You
can be charismatic and have a gift to speak without the fire of God. But your preaching
will be empty, having a form of godliness but denying its power. Paul warned us about
these teachers and preachers!
Being 100% honest with you guys...I don’t desire to be a famous preacher. I desire to make
Jesus famous. I don’t want people walking out of here or watching online and saying how great I
am. I want them to walk away amazed by God!
And don’t mistake this for some false humility or public persona I’m trying to create. It’s my
heart. My heart is to please Jesus and Him only. Whatever comes of that, comes of that.
I told Kristi yesterday when we were coming home from Champaign that if I ever get off track
and am compromising the full, true gospel to fill seats in a building, I pray that God would strike
me dead. Seriously.
I don’t want compromise or popularity (for me or Connection Church). I want the fire!
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And that shouldn’t just be a line for pastors...it should be for all Christians!
I want to be consumed by Him! And church I can assure you that if we are consumed by the fire
of God. If we take our seed of faith, we are continuously in His Word, and seek the truth and
leading of His Spirit...we will catch a fire that will draw people to Jesus!
Isn’t that what it’s all about???
John Wesley, the father of the Methodist church had a passion for the Lord. He preached
three sermons a day for fifty-four years, 44,000 sermons. He rode by horse 200,000
miles to preach the gospel, he wrote commentaries on the Bible, church music, Biblical
language. At 83 years old he was upset that if wrote 15 hours a day it started to hurt his
eyes.
Someone once asked John Wesley how he got crowds to come hear him and this is
what he said, “I set myself on fire, and the people come to see me burn.” He didn’t
pretend to be passionate to get crowds, he was passionate for God and that drew
people in mobs to come find out why and how they could get it.
You see the key? They wanted to know what this fire was...and how they could get it!
Fire consumes...uses up...it destroys what is no good but it purifies what is good!

S, M, A, didn’t burn up in the fire….but others did….

Silver and dross...heat it up, it rises to the top, scrape it off...start again!

1 Peter 1:6-7 - In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have
been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ

It’s up to you. The Holy Spirit, he’s here. He wants to be a part of your life. He’s the
flame, you just have to decide how much of your life you’re willing to let Him burn.

Come Holy Spirit and FIRE. Jesus come baptize us. We need you more than ever Lord!
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